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Tha Hapublle Purean,
mnd Pennsylvania Ave
New York, March Z. —With a trus mother
instinct, the parent Btate is always proud
of ail honorable accounts of her sonsx New
York hea reasons 1o be grateful to Mismour!

4tk S

for somas of it atzompgsrETAOINSHRD
for some of its most brilllant young men

The electric current of the city most often
finds {18 conduclors In sinews—its storage
the bralns—of the country-bred
There Is no finer exampls of
nis than ig to be found in the
. ¥y of New Yori
homas, president of the soclety,
roduction. He iz known not only
in the United Btates as the author of plays
which appeal to the hearts of Americans,
but the succres of “Arizona,™ which is now
produced abroad, has given him a
sarved internstional reputation as a
successful playwright
As a presiding officer he has a faoulty for
grarping situations when a disagresment
arises, which mollifles the parties to it. and
which invariably ends in a hearty laugh.
As an after-di speakar be ls scknowl-
edged to be without a peer,
urton Thompson, the secrstary of the

nolety, Is a gradusate of the Law School of
Alssour! State University of the clasg of

§L After

me

Bt. Louls he removed to New Tork. and 13|

now enguged in the manufacture of chemi-
cala for the wholesala trade. He was
the prime movers In organizing the M
Soclety, with Mossrs. Dawes and Walk
He haa filled the position of secretary of tha
Executiva
and is in a very large mea=ure resp
for the success of the movement. It is dus
to his tireless energy that the membershin
now closely approaches 4%, AMr. Thompson
p & young mun of remarkabla o
organization, and the position he at pressns
tocuples speaks volumes for his abillty
buslness man.

Bainbridge Colby a Member
of the State Assembly.

Brainbridge Colby 13 cne of the mos<t s:e-
cessful attorneys at the New York bar. Born

for

in Bt. Louls, his rudimentary education was | |

recelved there. In 1890 he granduated with
clasw distinctlon from Willlams Collere,
where he was made a member of the 1I’ht
Heta Kappa fraternity. 1In 1592 he gralu-
atad from the Columbla College Law Schoo!
when, by virtus of excellenca In class work,
he was elected to dellver the philosophioal
oratlon. Mr. Colby was admitted 1o the har
In New York In the same year, and = now
& member of the firm cf Alexander & Colhy,
attormeys for some of Lthe largest corpora-
tions in ths metropolls. He Is alsdp a moem-

| Falr.

Commilittes msince i3 orranization i“f .‘:‘n“th Cﬂl‘O]in:’!.

asa |

her of tha Siate Aswembly, ana HAS COATES
¢ tha bill now before the Legisinture ra-
ging en spproprintlon for the World's

Prof. Buchanan, Superintendent

Harrson M. Dawas Is one of the flowers
of the pralries of o!d Sallne which was not
trmrn to blush unseen, nor wasta Its sweot-

atmosphere
Lt in that blue- |
1, luked wide of
to be fanned by
tive heath, aud !
an the fever-

I3 glon xbout Mar=
the horizon th tooped
1 1ding grameas of hils

| 1wl his emliticus e}
o] e of Cotham,

. Dawes gruduated fram tha University |
of Missour] in NS wih A. B |
unr B. Herv he ¥ I r of the

"}

il fraternities
ol L.
iw School, and
t the New York
2 he wns o |

B and

hriiliant sues 1 declaimer, |
having captured meials In such |
contests, He la 1 ful attorne;

at-law, with oillovs nt % Wall stree:, and
1s made of the rt of stu |
the st slruggle four
where
laast
Lucy

rofessor John T. Buchanan s superin-
tendent of the Boys" High Bchool In New
York. He came from Missour! and hns in-
auguratad a eyetem in the school of which
he is the head which has recelved the In-
dorsement of the educational authorities of
the State

Hugh Corby Fox, vice president of ths
Missour! Soclsty, was born In Sr. Louls In
1571 He !s a graduate of Smith’'s Collega,
Fhilllps Exeter Academy and Harvard Col-
lcgs. After & short business career In Bt
Louls he removed to New York, and in
1545 ha bocamo a partner of the firm of Fox
Brus. & Co., one of the largest heavy-hard-
ware and vonstruction companles In the

| United States. He was married In June,
| 1588, to Juna Brookmeyer, daughter of Mr,

and Mrs., J. H. Brookmeyer, of Bt. Louls
Alr. Fox hns preslded at the “Low Jinks'
of the Missour! Hoclety nt several of Its
meetings thia year, and 13 only sccond to
the King of toastmastars, Augustus Thomas,
in his praceful discharge of the dutles de-
volving upon ths chalrman at such an oc-
cnslon.

Edward Graves Pringle was born January
at loristell, St. Charles County,
luute of the Kemper School at

In the fall of 1851 he entered
ity of Missour! at Columbla,
ok the eourse leading to the
Bachelor of Arts; graduated at

ity of

SYNOPEIS OF PREVIOUS CHAFTERS

Mra. Gaston ls stricken with braln fever al
the news of her hushand's death in battle, and
Eer little won, Charlia, wever forgsts the scanes
cf that terrible night

Tom Camp, an old eone-lrgr=£ soMler. returns
& kis Lumble cabin, overjored to see his wife
mnd Uttle glsl mgaln. He agrees to il up with
Ars. Gaston, but will met #it up with & “nig-
ger,” which he alwsys hated. After six months
Afra. Gaston resovers, tenlerly cared for by ber
ilitie son, Charlie

Nalse, Mru, Gastos’s faltliful black man, is in-
formed thel he must be remarvied. He thinks
to bave & goof joke on his wife, but finds that
two san play at the same pame,

The cegroes becams very iosclent after the
wAr, orgacizing into mecrel socisties and build.
iag a church of thalr own. Genesal Warth comes
ts town oo court €ay anf makes & speech fg
the aseembled negroes, telllng them that Mr.
Lincoln was never In favor of social and polit-
leal equality, mnd that ths negro, although free,
stll must work., At the conclusion of his ad-
Cress he rebukes Amos Hegg, a former Pro-
vialonal Governor, for helping the negroes Lo er-
gunive into secrel moalsiles. General Worth has
borrowad money from Northern bankers and s
mebullding severn] old factosies in order to Eive
poor people emplovment. EHogg threatens the
Gonwral and they engage In & war of words.

Two manths latar Gensral Worth was sum-
montd to Humbright oa & chiargs of ustag abuatve
language o a freedman. Elmon Lagres, the
formar slave trader, sided with Hogg snd they
with others of thair class Inciie the megroes te
sppose their old masters at every opportunity.

With the establishment of military government
the nDexroes on General TWorth's plantation re-
fuse to work or to allow whits mem te take
thelr places. Negro uprisings follow. Hogy and
Lasxres goatrol thelr movementa

iz sa attack on Tom Camp's houss his daugh-
tar Is killed. Alra. OGaston recovers from ber
brain fever, but Is pever strong again, and the
shock of having ber houss sold for fllegal taxes
s too much for her fesble strength and she
dies. At last the oulrages become se unbear-
able that a negro ringleader was lynchad. and
thus the Eu-Klux Klan by one stroks, brought
peace and order out ef bloodsbed and chaos

By threats, but po further violence, the next
election was orderly, and ssabled Zight to agaln
trigmph over greed.

CHAPTER XVIIL

The Danger of Playlng With Fire.

“Dar, now!" he criled, sitting up In bed,™
“Aln't T dons tole you no kinky-headed
niggers gwine ter run dis gov'ment!™

*Keep etill dar, ole man, you'll be falnt-
In" ergin,” worrled Aunt Eve,

“INo. boney, I'se feelin’' better. Gwine tar
git up and meander downtown en axe dem
niggers how's de Ku-Kluxes comin' on dess
daysi™”

In spite of ail Eve could say he crawled
out of bed, fumbled (nto his clothes and
started uptown, leaning heavily on his
cane, He had gone about a block, whan he
suddenly reeled and fell. Eve was watch-
ing him from the door and was quickly by
his side. Ha died that afternoon at 3

o'clock. He regained consciousness before
the end and asked Eve for his banja,
He put it lovingly inte the hands of

Charlle Gaston, who stood by the bel cry-
ing,

“Tou keep "er, honsy. You lub 'er talk
better'n anybody In de worl’, en ‘member
Nelse when you hear *er moan en sigh. En
when she talk short en sassy en make "om
all gin ter shuffie, dat’'s me too! Dal's me
got back in "er.”

He took kls own boy's hand. “Good-by,
lttle nigger. Keep erway fum leagucrs en
po" white trash. Fin' yo daddy’s ols frien's
en stick to "em. Ole frien's Is de bes' ™

Charlle Gaston rode wi'h Aunt va ta
the <cemetery. He walked back lome
through the flelds with Dici

“1 wouldn’t ery 'bout er ole nigger!” sald

ade

Dick, looking Into his rediden 3
“Cun't halp it. He wus my best I
“Haln't I wid you?”
“Yes, but you aln't Nelge.™
*Wall, I stan’ by you des de sama™

L] - L] - - - - - L

The followlng
John Durhom preuched
schoolhousa in the
from Hambrighit. He preasched every Satur-
day In the year al such n mission siation.
He was fond of taking Charlle with himn on
these trips. T'here was an unusually lurgs
ecrowd in sitendartce, and the preacher wns
pleased ot this evidence of Interest. It hed
been & hard community to impress. At the
close of the scrvices, while the preaciar
was shaking hands with the people, Charlas
elbowed his way repldly among the throng
to Lis side.

“Doctor, there's & nigger man out at the
bugzy says he wants to seo you quick.” he
wWhisperod,

“All right, Charile, In a minutas.”

“Says to come right now It's & matter
of life and death, and Le don't want to
coms inte the crowd."

A troubled look flasuec over the preach-
er's face and ne hastly follawed (he boy,
fearing now & virlser meaning to Lis great
erowd.

“Preacher.” sald th: negra looking tim-
ldly around, “de Kuklux ls gwine to kill
tle Uncle Rufus Lartimose ter nizht 1
comme ter see ef Fou vcan: Pave him, He
ein't dome nuthin' In Gol's wnorl' "copt he
would'n’ puli his waggin clear otten de
road one day fur dat red-headed Allan Mc-
Lecd ter pass, en he cussed ‘Im black and
Llue en tole ‘im he gwine glt eben wid
‘im.*”

“How do you know this?™

“l wuz huntin’ in de woods en hear a
racket en clim' er tree. En de Kukluxes
had der mreeatin® right under de tree. En I
hear ev'ry word.

*Who waa leading the crowd™

“Dat Allag McLegod en Hose Norman™

“Whera are they Zolng to meet?

“Right at de cross roads here at de
schoolhouse at midnight. Dey sont er man
atter plenty er licker en dey gwine ter git
drunk fust. 1 was erfeercd ter come ter do
meetin’ case I sce er lot er de boye in de
crowd. For de Lawd sake, preacher, do
save de cole man. He dcs es barwiiss ¢z er
chile, Ba I'm gwine ter marry his gal, en
ghe des plum crazy. We'se got flve men ter
fight fur "'m, but I spec dey kill 'em all ef
you can’t help us="

“Aln't you one of General Worth's ne-

"
tend,

Saturday the
at a

groes?T
“Yasalr., I run erway up bers, bout dat

woods about ten milew |

i il

Frae'mens Burecan trick Jdev put me up ter,

but Tso Tarned botter sense now

“WoN, Sam., You go to 'Turle Rufus and |
te]ll him not to be nfrald, il siep ol blsl- |
nesy before npizht”™

The nogro stepped Into ths weods and
disappeared,

“Charile, ws must hurry,” =ald the
preacher, epringing Into hia buggy. Ile was
driving a beal ! btay mace. a eift {rom
a Kentucky fr Her sle-k, glisten'ng

velne shawasd her fice

nkin and blg. round

Llood
ir )ife now or A&

“Well XNancy. It's vo
man's, or mayhe a dozen, You must laka
us to Hambright Ir afty  minutos oVt
these rourh hiils!” orlad the proachor, And
s gave hér the reins
1',‘“:- mare bLoumdsd forward with a rush
th:| ssit four spinnlng clreles of =nnd and

She had s« m felt
veauiiful back
She shung |

dust from ench wheel
tha llnes slacken noross her

axcept in somie great omorg

! past buggies and wagons w 1t o peluse. |
i Tha peopls wondered why the preacher
wns In such a burry. Over long sand |

| an devils, masquerading 2s Ku Klux, going

stretchea of heavy road the mare flew In
a cloud of dust. Thas preachec’s lips Wers |
firmly set, and a scowl on his brow. Thoy |
had mads five miles without slackening |
up.
The mare Was now w mase of white foam, |
har big-veined nostrilo wida open and quiv-
ering, and heor eyes flnshing with the fire
of proud ancestry. The slackened lines on
her back seemed to her an insufferzble In-
sult!

“Doctor, you'll kil Narncy!” pleaded Char-
e

“Can't help 1t, #an; there's & lot of drunk-

to kill & man to-night. If we can't reach
Major Dameron’s in time for him to get
a lot of men and stop them there’ll be a
terrible tragedy.”

On the mare flew, lifting her proud, sen-
eitive head higher and higher, while har
heart beat her foaming flunks llke a trip
hammer. 8he never slaciiened her B‘.-ﬂ'li
for the ten miles, but dashed up to Major |
Dameron's gato at sundown, just forty-nine |
minutes from the time she started. The
sreacher patted her dripping neck.

“Goed, Nancy! good! 1 believe you've got
a soul!™

Sho stood with her head stiil high, pawing
the ground.

“Jizjor Dameron, I've d4rivem my mare
hers at a kllilng speed to tell you that
young Mecleod and Hose Norman have a
crowd of voung de=peradoss organized tn
kil! old Rufus ILattimors to-night. You
must gel cnougli men together, and got
there In time to stop them. Sam Worth
overheard thelr plot, knows every one of
them, and thers will be a battle If they at-
tempt 1L

“My God!" exclaimed the Major.

“You haven't a minute to spars. They ars
already loading up on moonshine whisky ™

“Docfor Durham, this Is the end of the
Ku Kilux Kian in this county. 1'll bresk up
every lodge in the next forty-eight hours.
It's too easy for viclous men to abuss It. |
Its power Is too great. Besldes Its work
iI» done™

“1 was just going to ask you to take that
step, Major. And mow for God's sake got

' ehiaf

°

there In timas to-night. I'1l go with you, but
my mare can’t stand it

cowed,
Major Daraeron rode up to McLaod.
“Young man, you are the prisoner of the
of the Ku-Klux Klan of Camnpbell
County. Lt your hand now and I'll hane
you fiva minutes. You hava forf
your life by discbedlence to my or

¢rs.

| You go bark to Hambrizht with me, undes

guard, W her 1 execute you depends on
ti outcome of the next two days® oon-
fevences with the chlefs of the township
lodgea. "™

The Major wheeled his horse snd rods
home. The next day he ordered every one
of the eleven township chiefs to report in
parson to him, at differant hours the same
day. To emch one his message was the
same, FHe dissolved the order and issued a
perpetieal Injunction against any division of
the kian ever going on another rald.

Theres were cnly a few who conld see the
wisdom of such hasty actlon. The success
had been so marvelous, thelr power so ab-
solute, It seemed 5 plity to throw It all
away. Young Kiine especially begged the
Major to postpone his action.

“IU's Impossible, Kline. The klan has done
its work. The carpet-baggers have fled.
The Etale i» redeemed from the Infamies

| of & negro government, and we have a

ciean, economicul adminlstration, and we
can keep it 80 03 long as the white people
are a unit, without any secret pocletias,

“But, Major, we may be needed agaln.”

“I can't assume the Tresponsibillty any
longer. The thing ls pgetling bevond my
control. The order fa full of wild young-
sters and revengeful men. They try to
bring thelr grudges against neighbors into
the order, and when I refuse to authorize
a raid, they take thelr disguises and go
without authority. An archangel coulin't
command such a force.”

Within two weeks from the dissolution of
the kian by its chief, every lodge had been
reorganized. Some of the older men had
dropped out, but more young men were in-
Itinted to take thelr places. Allan McLeod
led In this work of prompt recrganization
and was elected Chlef of the county by the
younger element, which now had a large
majority.

Ha at once served notice on Major Damer-
on, the former chief, that If ke dared tgo in-
terfers with his work, even by opening his

Missourl with the degres !

l

“I'll bs there on time: paver fear,” re-
plled the Major, springing on h!s horss, al- |
ready saldled at the door

The preachs lrove =lowly to his home,
the mare p g steadil her lin-s, She
wilked pro ¥ Iuto her stable Jof, her head
high and fine eves flashing, recled and fell
leud in the shafts! The preacher couldn't
Keep barck the teara. He ealied Bdek and
left him and Charlie the sorrowful tesk of
taking off her harncs He herrled Into
the houss and shut himself up n hls tuds

Thnat misht, when the crowd of ¥
toughs g=vwe i*d at thele rendezvous It
was barel ‘clock.

Sudde a pistol shot rang from behing
the schooikouse, and before McLeod and
his crov knew what had happensd fifty

| White horsemen wheeled Into a cirele about
them, They wers completely surprised and

of A. B. in June, 1597; In the fall of 1997 he
entered Columbia Unlversity, New York,
and graduated in the law school. In 1%0
he was admitted to practice at the bar of
New York: In the fall of 1%0 took up tha
practice of law In New York Clty. Mr.
Pringle 1s a victlous watchdog of the funds
of the Mi=sour! Boclety. having been unanl-
mously elected Its tressurer last fall. Ile
is ona of the rising young attorneys of New
York.

W. H. McAllister a Native

of Sounth Sarolina.

W. H. McAllister s a nathva of Columbia,
B. C. From 1575 to 1578 and from 1852 t
he reslded ar St Louls, during me
which time he wns connected with Lig
& Myers Tobacco Company, belng a part-
ner and director In that concern. In May,
I8, ha was elected wice president of the
Liggett & Myvers Tobacco Company, and
that same year came to New York to enter
the wservice of the Continental Tobacco
Company, having been elected a director
therein. In April, 1300, he was made sacre-
tary of the Continental Tobaceco Campany,
which office he now holds Mr. MeAlllster
is a gentleman of broad Information and of
most genial personallty, Doctor J. J.
Lawrence !5 ona of the trustess of the Alls-
gourl Soclety, whose very name lends an
extra air of dignity to this organization,

! financler, and more especially as editor of

ginca he fa so well known In Missourf, par- f
ticuinrly in St. Louils, for his abliity s a |

the largest medlcal journal publisked In
the English language.

Duoctor Lawrcuce s very active In his In-
terest in the success of this organization
in New York, though hils legal resldence 12
st!ll maintained in Bt Louls, where his
{nterests for the most part lia, Doctor ae..!]

Irs. Lawrence, with thelr charming Uitle
granddaughter, Vera Slcgrist, will shortly
move into his pulatial resilence gn Fifth
avernue and Elghty-ninth strect.

Chalrman of the Executlve Committes
Harry W. Walker 13 editor of the New
Yorker and secretary of the Aqueduct Com-
mission of New York, He was born in Bt.
Rouls, July, Subsequently his home
was in Bpuringfield, Mo. He was educated at
Drury Coliege. Returning 1o St. Louls in
159, he became connected with the dally
newspapers. In 1584 he removed to New
York, accompanying Colonel John A. Cock-
erlil, There ara few men of his years who
have such an extansive acqualntance as
Mr. Walker,

Samuel M. Gardenhire, Whe
Practiced Law in St. Louis.

Eamuel Mnjor Gardenhire, one of the nine
born at Fayetta, Howard

1850,

trustces, wns

County, in 1555 He 1s the son of James B.

Bamuel C. Major of Howa Elucated at
Central College. After reading law with
e B L. Gardenhirs of Tennesses Ba
w admitted to practice at Sparta, Tean.,
in 1555

Returalng to 5t Lou!s In 158 he was
‘ &1 to practice befora the St. Louils
Court of Appeals in that yecar. He entared
the oflica of Senator John B. Henderson
and George H. Shields, remalning at the

{ Bt Louls bar for flve years. He then went

to Topekn, Kas, In 1570, and became seore=
tary to Governor St John Later he was
elected Clerk of the Circult and Disteiod
courts at Topeka, end served as State Rep=
resentative and Muniaipal Judgs, econtinie
ing the practice of the law unt!l 1594

In 15854 Mr. Gardenhirs removed to New
Tork and began practice as corporation
lawyer, In association with ex-Judge B W,
Vandivert, alse a native of Missourl, He ia
nccounted one of the most astute COTPOTE~
tion lawyers of New York City.

Justin McGrath was born in St Louls i
1867 and educated at the St Louls Unives=
sity. On leaving collage todlt up newspapes
work amd served his apprenticeship in 8%
Louls. On leaving home hs traveled extans
sively in Blurope. Returning, he accepted &
position as assoclate correspondect Im
Washington. Two years ago he jolned the

staf of the New York Times On Au
1597, was married to Luclle M%

Memphls, Tenn.

BY THOMAS DIXON, JR.

mouth In eriticlam, he would order a mld
and thrash him.

When tha Major found this note under his
door one morning, he read and re-read It

| with Increasing wrath, Springing on his

horse, he went In search of Meleod, He
from the kotel to the Courthouse.

Throwing his horse's reln to a passing
boy. he waiked rapidly to him, and, without
& word, boxed h's ears as a father would
an impudent child. MeLleod was so aston-
ished, he hesitated for a moment whether
to strike or to run. He di¢ neither, 1

bu

hinzhed red and stammered:

“What 4o you mean, sic?™

*Read that 1=tter, yon young whelp!™ The
My for thirust tha letter Into his hand,

"l know noth of this*

“You're a ! Tou are Itx author. No
other fool In s country woull have con-
cefved it. Now, let me give you a littia n
tice. 1 am prepared for you and your crowd,

Call nny time,
ples of your breed any time by mysalf with
one hand tled behind me and pever g°t a
serateh. Dare to lift your flnger against
me or any of the men who refused to g0
with vour new fool's movement, and Ii
shoot you on sight as [ would a mad dog."
Before Mcleod could reply, the 2lajor
turned on hila heals and left him.

Mcl.eod made no further attempt to mo-
lest the Major, nor €14 he allow any ralds
bent on murder, The sudden authori®
placed in his hands In a measure gobered
him. Hea Inaugurated a series of petity dav-
fitrles, whipping negroes and poor white
moen against whom some of his crowd had
& grudpe, and annoying ths schooi teachers
of negro schools.

The overwhelming defeat of their pets In
the South, and the toppling of their houses
of sand bullt on negro supremacy, brought
to Congress a sense of gulit wnd shame
that required action. Thelr own agents !a
the Bouth were now in the penitentiary or
in exile for wall-established felonles, and
tho future looked dari

They found the scapegoat In thess fool
latter-day Ku-kiux marauders. Once more
the publle square at Hambright saw the
bivouno of the regular troops of the Unlted
Biates Army. The preacher saw the glint
of their bayonets with a senss of relief.

With this army came a corps of skiiled
det=ctives, who set to work. All that was
necessary was to arrest and threaten with
death a coward, and they got all the in-
formatlon he ocould give The fall was
choked with priscners, and every day saw
a squad depart for the stockade at Inde-
pendence. Sam Worth gave Information
that Ied to the Immediate arrest of Allan
McLecd, He was the first man led Into the
Jall

The officers kad a long confersnce with
him that lasted four hours,

And then the botiom fell out. A wild
stampeda of young men for the West] Some-
body who bheld the names of every man ia
the order had proved a traltor.

Every night from hundreds of bhumble
homes might be heard the choking sobs of
a mother, saying good-by In the darkness

=

I can whip & hunderd pup- |

|

|
|
|

|

to the last boy the war had left her ol
age. When the good-by was sald and the
father, waiting In the buggy at the guta,

had ecalled for haste, and the boy was hur-
tying out with his grip-sack, there was a
moan, the soft rush of a coarse, hemespun
dress toward the gate, and ber arms were
around his neck ag=inl

*] ecun't let you go, child! Lord, have
marcy! He's the last!™ And the low, pitiful
sobis!

“Cume, come, now, Ma, we must get awWay
from here Lefore the offivers are after

him?!"*

"Ju<t a min r*

A kiss, and then ancther, long and lin-
gering A sigh, and then a smothered
chukitis ery from a mother's brolten heart

and he was gone!
T Texas grew Into the Imperial Com-
monwealth of the South,
. . . . * * @ @ @

To save apiearance Mclecd was removed
to Indepoendence with the other prisoners,
and in a short time released, with a num-
Ler of others azainst whom insignificart
charges were lodged.

When he returned to Hambright the peo- |
pie locked at him with suspiclon.

“How 13 it. young man,” asked the preach-
er, “thet you ara at home so soun, while
brave buys are serving terms in Norther
prisons ™

“Had nothing agalnst me,” he replied.

*That's strange, when Sam Worth swore
that yvou orgunized the raild to kill Rufe
Lattimore.™

“They didn’t bellave him.™

“Well, I've an idea that you mved your
hide by puking. I'm not sure yet but In-
formation was given that only the man In
command of the whole sounty could have
possessed.”

“There wers a half-dozen men knew a8
much a8 I 4i4d You mustn't think me cap-
able of such a thing, Decter Durhami"
protasted Mcl.oud, with heightened colur.

“It's & nasty suspicion. I'd rather ses &
child of mine trensformed Into a cur dog
and killed for stealing sheep, than fall to
the level of such a man But oanly time
will prove the Issus™

“I've made up my mind to turn Over &
naw l=af,” sald MoLeod. "T'm wsick of
rowdylam. I'm going to be a law-ablding,
loyal eltizen."

“That's just what I'm afrald of!™ ex-
claimed the preacher with a sneer as he
turned and left him.

And his fears were soon confirmed. With-
In a month the Independence Observer con-
taln~l a dispatch from Washington an-
pcuncing the appointment of Allan McLeod
a Deputy Unltsd Btates Jjarshal for the
District of Western North Cirolina, to-
gether with the Information that he had
reformed his zlleglance to his old disloyal
essociates and had become an enthusiastic
Republican: and that henceforth hs would
lator with might and main to establish
peacea and further the Industrial frogress
of the South.

“I knew It! The dirty whelp! eried the
preacher, as he showed the paper to his
wife.

“Now don't be too hard on the boy, Doo-
tor Durbam.” urged his wife. *“He may be
sincere In his change of politics TYou
never dld llks him.*™

“Stocere! yes, as the devil is always ain-
cere. He's dead In earnest now., He's
found bhis level, and his puccess is sure
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Mark my words, the boy's &
the crown of his head to the
feet. Ile has bartered hils soul
skin, and the skin ls all that's Jeft.™

“I'm sorTy to think it I ocouldn'g
I'king him.* :

“And that's the fimniest freak I
knew your fancy to taks my dess=]
could understand "

TWhen MecLeod had estadblished his
in Hambright he made special offorts to
lar the suspicions against his name.
indignant denlals ef the report of his
treachery convizeed many that he had betn
wronged. Two men alone malntained te-
ward him en attitude of comtempt. Alajor
Dameron and s preacher. '

He called on Durham and with his
smooth tongue convinced her that he had
been foully slandared. Ehos urged him to
win ths doctor. Accordingly, he ealled ta
talk tha question over with ths preaches
and ask him for a fair chance to bufld his

Ic'h:\rw'wr untarnished 'n the community,

The preacher heard him through patiently,
but In silence. Allan was perspiring before
he reached the end of his plausible explanes
tion. It wae a tougher task then, he
thought, thiz deltberate lylng under the
gaze of thosa glowing black eyes thag
looked out from their shaggy brows and
plerced through bis Inmost soul

“You'va got an oily tongue It will easry
you a long way (n th!s world. I can't help
admiring the skill with which you are fash
lsarniog to use it. Tou've fooled Mra. Dure
ham with It, but you ean't fool me,” sald
the preachar,

“Doctor, 1 solemnly swear to you I am
not gullty of such o crime™

“It's no use to add perjury to plain lylng.
I know you 418 1t. I know It &s well as
if I were present In that jail and heard
you basely betray the men, name by nama,
whom you had lured to thelr ruln™

“Doctor, I swear you are mistakenl™

“Bah! Don’t talk about it. You pauseate
mel™

The preacher sprang to his feet, paced
acrcss the floor, sat down on the edge of
his table and glared at ANcLeod for & mo-
ment. And then with his volce low and
quivering with a storm of emotion, be sald:

“The curse of God upon you—the God of
your fathers! Your fathers in far-off Scote
land’'s hiils, who would have suffersd thalr
tongues torm from thelr beads and thelw
skin stripped Inch by inch from thelr Sesh
sooner than batray one of their clan in dis=
tress. You have betrayed a thousand of
your own men and you, thelr sworn chisfe
tain! Hell was made to consums such lepes
trash!™

McLeod was dazed gt first by this emts
burst. At length he sprang to his feet Uvid
with rage.

“T'll not forget this, sir!" hs hissed

“Don’t forget it" erled the preachesm
trembling with passion as he opened the
door. *“Go on and live your lje!™

“Mrs. Durhem, the doctor wants you™
sald Charlle when Mcleod's footfall had
died away.
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